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DPS Officer seizes 1,500 pounds of marijuana near Benson 

 
On September 12, 2008, an officer from the Arizona Department of Public Safety (DPS) stopped 
a commercial vehicle for unsafe lane use at milepost 299 on Interstate 10 (about four miles west 
of Benson).  The Officer observed indicators of criminal activity and utilized his narcotics 
detection dog, Max, to sniff the truck.  Max alerted to the truck.  The truck was taken to the 
Walmart in Benson, who provided assistance in off loading the cargo. 
 
Officers found 1,500 pounds of marijuana sandwiched between the load of produce the truck was 
carrying.  A loaded pistol was also located. 
 
Rohan Coombs, 35, of Orlando, Florida, was booked for Possession/Transportation of Marijuana 
with intent to distribute and Possession of a Firearm during the Commission of a Felony.  His  
2002 Freightliner tractor and the 1991 Utility trailer have been seized.  DPS was assisted by 
agents from DEA. 
         
 The mission of the Arizona Department of Public Safety, one of the most dynamic state-level law 
enforcement agency in United States, is to protect human life and property by enforcing state 
laws, deterring criminal activity, assuring the safety of the motoring public on Arizona’s 
highways and providing vital scientific, technical and operational support to other criminal 
justice agencies.  The Department, also one of Arizona’s largest law enforcement agencies with 
some 2,200 sworn and civilian employees, consists of four divisions – Highway Patrol, Criminal 
Investigations, Criminal Justice Support and Agency Support.  The Department is headquartered 
in Phoenix with offices located in more than 80 communities within Arizona's 15 counties.  
 


